（一）
Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to write a short essay on Peer Pressure. You should write at least 120 words but no more than 180 words and base your composition on the outline given in Chinese below :  
年轻人经常会受到其他一众同龄人的影响而改变自己的态度、价值观和行为；

2. 同辈压力既有积极作用，也有消极影响；

3. 谈谈该如何消除同辈压力的消极影响。
Peer Pressure
Teens and young adults often get encouraged to follow their peers by changing their attitudes, values or behaviors to conform to those of the influencing group or individual. This is what we refer to as peer pressure.
Peer pressure can be both positive and negative. For certain individuals, their desire to seek social acceptance is so strong that they go so far as to abandon their sense of right and wrong. They may feel forced to smoke, use drugs, drink alcohol, engage in criminal behaviour, do violence, join gangs, etc... However, peer pressure is not always negative. A student whose friends are good at academics may be urged to study harder and get good grades. Players on a sports team may feel driven to play harder in order to help the team win.
To avoid the negative effects of peer pressure, teens and young adults should choose to make friends with positive people who have positive interests and values. Meanwhile, they should learn to stay true to themselves and politely decline to do things that they believe are wrong. 
点评：

同辈压力是指同辈人中的一个或团体对个人施加影响，促使个人改变其态度、价值观或行为等使其遵守团体准则。文章第一段首先引出同辈压力这一概念。第二段举例说明了同辈压力的积极影响和消极影响。第三段就如何避免同辈压力的消极影响给出两点建议。
conform to意为“符合；顺应”；refer to...as意为“把……称为……”；seek social acceptance意为“寻求社会认同”；go so far as to do sth. 意为“竟然会做出某事”；sense of right and wrong 意为“是非观念”；join gangs意为“加入帮派”； stay true to oneself意为“忠于自己，做真实的自己”；decline to do sth. 意为“（婉言）拒绝做某事”。
（二）
Directions: Write a short essay based on the picture below. You should start your essay with a brief description of the picture and then comment on bike-sharing in China. You should write at least 120 words but no more than 180 words.  
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Bike-Sharing in China

Bike-sharing, which allows people to use an app to locate and rent available bikes nearby, has gained popularity. But it has also caused a variety of problems. From the cartoon above we can see that disorderly parked bikes are clogging streets and subway exits. The girl is even trying to scan the bike’s QR code in the centre of the road, completely ignorant of the coming truck.   
    China’s bike-sharing market is now more booming than ever, which is both a blessing and a curse. On the one hand, the ubiquitous yellow, orange and blue scan & go bikes are easy, cheap, convenient and environmentally friendly. On the other hand, problems of disorderly parking, theft, and sabotage have emerged. 
    To create a bike-friendly environment and promote an eco-friendly transport system in cities, the government should propose new regulations to force service providers into improving their services as well as construct more parking lots and bicycle lanes. Meanwhile, the bike-sharing operators should set rules to regulate the cyclists’ behaviors and ensure they obey traffic safety laws.
点评：

目前共享单车市场火爆，随时取用和停车的理念给市民带来了极大便利，但同时也导致了共享单车的“乱占道”现象，使得城市空间的管理变得更加困难。文章首先描述了图片所反映的内容；其次简要分析了共享单车的利与弊，虽然共享单车方便、快捷、便宜且环保，但是乱停乱放、偷窃和蓄意破坏的现象也随之而来；最后分别针对政府和共享单车运营商提出了解决问题的建议：政府出台相关的法律法规强制运营商改善服务，并建造更多停车区域和自行车道；运营商应制定相关规定规范用车人的行为，确保用车人遵守交通规则。
gain popularity意为“受欢迎”；clog意为“(使)堵塞”；completely ignorant of意为“全然不知”；boom意为“迅速发展；激增”；be both a blessing and a curse意为“祸福同行；有利有弊”；ubiquitous意为“无所不在的；普遍存在的”；disorderly parking意为“杂乱停车”； sabotage意为“ 蓄意破坏（某事物）”；force sb. into doing sth.意为“迫使某人做某事”；regulate意为“（以规章制度）控制或管理（某事物）”；obey意为“遵守”。
（三）

Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to write a short essay on How Newly Graduated College Students Can Successfully Land A Job based on the statistics provided in the chart below. Please give a brief description of the chart first and then make comments on it. You should write at least 120 words but no more than 180 words. 
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How Newly Graduated College Students Can Successfully Land A Job 
The above chart shows how newly graduated college students can land a job successfully. Among the six main reasons, related internship experience is the most influential factor which is as high as 30%. And then, having specific career objectives and excellent interview skills rank the second and the third, accounting for 25% and 15% respectively. Graduating from prestigious university and majoring in fields with good career prospects tie for the fourth place,12%. Surprisingly, having a good academic performance contributes the least, only 6%. 

It is apparent from the chart that graduates with internship experience are more likely to land a job than those without. There are two main reasons why this can happen. Firstly, an internship experience helps employers evaluate how an individual would behave in the actual workplace. If one individual has participated in an relevant internship earlier, a prospective employer will be more confident in knowing that he can get the job done! Secondly, sometimes internships lead directly to job offers. Many companies develop an internship pool and hire from that group. 

Therefore, newly graduated job-seekers should take internship experience very seriously, and simutaneously pay proper attention to other factors that they can improve with efforts.
点评：

文章围绕应届生获得满意工作的原因展开，第一段分析图表中的数据，对六个主要原因所占比例作简要陈述。第二段开头首先亮出根据分析图表所得出的结论，即有实习经验的毕业生比没有实习经验的毕业生更可能求职成功，其次对其原因加以解释。第三段呼吁大学生重视积累实习经验，同时也要适当关注通过自身努力能改善且能帮助自己提高求职成功几率的其他因素。
influential意为“有影响的”；specific career objectives 意为“明确的求职目标”；prestigious university意为“名牌大学”；tie for意为“并列获得”；evaluate 意为“评价；评估”；prospective employer意为“潜在的雇主”；internship pool意为“实习生储备”。
 

（四）

Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to write an essay commenting on the statement “Universities should enroll equal numbers of male and female students in every major.” You can give an example or two to illustrate your point of view. You should write at least 120 words but no more than 180 words. 
It is true that men and women should have equal opportunities. However, it is unnecessary and inappropriate for universities to enroll equal numbers of each gender in every major. 
To begin with, it would be unfair to base admission to university majors on gender. Instead, universities should give priority to talents, performance, personal choices of the students. 

Then having the same number of men and women in all majors is simply impractical. Men and women are born physically and psychologically different, which determines their different areas of strength and profoundly influences their preferences for majors. Generally speaking, men do well in and favor the fields such as physics, computer science, and mathematics while their female counterparts are good at and prefer the areas of art, language, and psychology. As a result, it might be difficult for school departments to take in a certain number of female students for physics majors as well as male students for language majors. 

Finally, this practice runs counter to the needs of society and the rules of the job market, thus possibly adding to the problem of unemployment.
点评：

本文围绕大学是否应该每个专业招收同等数量的男生和女生这一具有争议性的话题展开。文章开头作者给出自己的观点——这样做没有必要并且也不合适。之后列出三点理由进行阐述，分别为：基于性别的招生本身就有失公平；每个专业招收同等数量的男生和女生没有可操作性；每个专业招收同等数量的男生和女生有悖于社会需求和人才市场的规律。在阐述原因的过程中，适当通过列举实例来增强说服力。
base...on...意为“以某事物为另一事物的根据、证据等”；give priority to意为“优先考虑”；impractical意为“不切实际的；不现实的”；born physically and psychologically different意为“生来存在生理和心理上的差异”；profoundly 意为“深深地；深刻地；极度地”；preference意为“（与他物相较之）喜爱；偏爱”；run counter to 意为“ 违反；与……背道而驰”；add to意为“增加；加重”。
（五）

Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to write an essay. You should start with a brief description of the picture and then comment on this kind of social phenomenon that some people complain about everyone else’s improper deeds but take no action to correct them when they could do it easily. You should write at least 120 words but no more than 180 words. 
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As is vividly depicted in the picture, the man is complaining about someone else’s improper behavior of wasting water. Ironically, he is making the same mistake as he shows no willingness to turn off the tap. The thought-provoking drawing mirrors a common social phenomenon that some people prefer to criticize others’ wrongdoings rather than take actions to correct them when they could easily do it. 
Too often we blame others for their various misconducts. Can complaining solve any problem? Simply, it can’t. Blaming distracts our attention from taking actions and finding positive solutions, thus costing us opportunities of correcting the misconducts. Take the man in the cartoon for example, if he would stop blaming, and just step forward and lift a finger to turn off the tap, the improper deed of wasting water could be corrected.

Therefore, it is high time that we stop complaining others and concentrate on taking positive actions. Although sometimes it takes courage and guts to do so, it is well worth it for the potential benefits for personal growth and community welling-being.

点评：

文章第一段描述了漫画中的内容，画中的男士抱怨他人浪费水资源的不当行为，可是他却丝毫没有意识到自己也在犯同样的错误，从而引出文章讨论的主题——一些人往往喜欢批判他人的错误行为，虽然他们可以付出举手之劳更正这些行为，他们却从不这样做。第二段对这一现象进行了分析，指出抱怨毫无意义，结合画中人的不当行径进行了说明。最后一段呼吁大家停止抱怨他人，多关注自己的行动，这对个人成长和社区安乐都有好处。
ironically意为“讽刺地”；thought-provoking意为“令人深思的”；mirror意为“反映”；blame sb. for sth. 意为“因某事责怪某人”；distract one’s attention from 意为“使某人的注意力从……上移开”；cost sb. opportunities of doing sth. 意为“使某人错过做某事的机会”；lift/raise a finger/hand to do sth.意为“（尽举手之劳）帮助做某事”；it takes courage and guts to do sth.意为“做某事需要勇气和胆量”；welling-being意为“健康﹑ 幸福等的状况”。
